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O n Wednesday, May 13, 2021, Elvin Thomas Nelson, passed away at the age of

76. Elvin Thomas Nelson was born April 8, 1945 in Tacoma, WA to June I.
Hammond (Froistad) and John H. Nelson. He grew up in Tacoma, WA, and raised by

mother and step-father Robert (Bob) Hammond. He graduated from Mt. Tahoma

High School in 1964. After high school he joined the Navy and served during the
Vietnam War. He later received his Bachelor’s degree in Business from Pacific

Lutheran University. He had 2 sons from his first marriage, Craig Nelson and Wayne
Nelson. He met Mary C. Nelson (Chitty) and they got married October 25, 1975. They

settled in Olympia, WA. Together, they had one daughter, Kristina Leopold (Nelson).

He worked as a state employee for many years and retired in 1995. After he retired
from the state he worked as a debt and bankruptcy counselor.

During his life, Elvin enjoyed playing golf, gardening, camping, going on cruises with his wife,
spending time with his grandchildren. telling jokes and drinking coffee. He was a Seahawks fan

and never missed a game. He loved to share stories from his past. He was known for his quick wit,
his infectious smile, his kind and compassionate spirit.

Elvin was preceded in death by his father, John, his mother, June, his step-father Robert (Bob), his

sons Craig and Wayne along with many aunts and uncles. He is survived by his wife Mary, his
daughter Kristina, his grandchildren Maddison, Charlotte and Matthew (Junior), his brother Alan,
his cousins Charlene and Norma, sister-in-laws, brother-in-laws and his nieces and nephews.

A funeral service will be held on Wednesday, June 2, 2021 at Mountain View Funeral Home at 1
o’clock p.m. The family requests donations in lieu of flowers be made to the Northwest

Parkinson’s Foundation in memory of Elvin Thomas Nelson.
Link for livestream recording:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/q8of4f2azw9nwgh/Elvin%20Nelson%20-%20Webcast.mp4?dl=0
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Funeral Service

Garden Chapel

4100 Steilacoom Blvd. SW, Lakewood WA

98499

Cemetery Details

Mountain View Memorial Park

4100 Steilacoom Blvd. SW, Lakewood WA

98499

(253) 948-9895
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Wednesday, June 2, 2021

1:00 PM PT
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BG Bob And Leslie Le Goff posted:

Our family will dearly miss Elvin.As a brother in law and a great friend Elvin was always ready for a

good time or adventure.Whether it be camping or a good conversation over a cup of coffee, a

garage sale or making apple sauce in the fall, flying a kite or water skiing, Thanksgiving dinners or

a picnic, he was always ready to share time with family and friends.We so enjoyed listening to his

stories of his time in the navy. Elvin was a very proud vetran.Our hearts are heavy, yet so full of the

lasting memories we made together.We love you Elvin.Bob and Leslie Le Goff

June 4 at 2:50 AM

JL Jeri Lowry posted:

Elvin was a valued member of our family. He was a generous and loving husband, father and

grandfather. He was also the family historian, he could remember events. places, dates and

names like no one else. I always enjoyed having conversations with him, his stories of his time in

the navy, or discussions on current events and politics will be missed. He was a kind soul and his

passing has left a sadness in our hearts. Rest in peace Elvin.Jeri Lowry

May 31 at 1:31 PM
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DF Donald Fagerstrom  posted:

Elvin and I were co-workers at DSHS Office of Financial Recovery from the late 1970's to mid

1990's. Most of all Elvin was a very decent man - one of few around.He was a good father. Usually

Elvin moved at a dead slow pace. He sat relaxed with his feet up on his desk, his chair tilted back

with his hands folded behind his head. We all too often after his phone rang heard a thud,

exclamation -- Elvin was moving at the speed of light. Something had happened to Wayne (none

of us had any idea just how strong & brave that boy was). He was overjoyed when Kristina arrived.

Proud and beaming over her accomplishments at Black Hills High School, having a career and

becoming a mother.A caring husband to Mary over her operations and unfortunate accident down

an escalator. Grateful for her hard work and also for their children and grandchildren.His concern

for his family extended to others. In the Fall of 1980 he and Mary invited my sister, her baby and

me to have Thanksgiving Dinner with them if I would show him how to make the gravy. I guess he

knew that we weren't doing anything for that day after having just buried our mother.On the lighter

side Elvin had some pretty good laughs. He and I went on a mission to serve paperwork on a

former patient of Western State Hospital that lived near WoodlandPark. We found the house &

parked a 1/4th block away on the street. Elvin stayed with the car & I went to the front door. A 2 yr

old opened the door and I asked for his Mommy-- next thing I was running down the sidewalk as

a woman was after me with a broom trying to hit me over the head. Elvin was laughing so hard he

couldn't get the car door open for me.Others will remember some of the picnics at Scott Lake --

something about the shelter, fire & a beer keg--best not to go into detail on that one. We all got

surprised at one of them on how well Elvin did water skiing!Elvin had a life well lived. Submitted by

Maryetta James Fagerstrom.

May 24 at 11:25 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Elvin by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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